


Fresno Smooth Dancers News

Happy Holidays from Fresno
Smooth Dancers! We wish you all a
season filled with good health, joy and
love, and look forward to many opportu-
nities to dance together in 2025. Our
Central Valley Dance community is pro-

viding us plenty of dancing events for the Holidays,
including monthly dances in Fresno and Visalia,
Dianna’s Studio of Dance and Central California Big
Band Society.

Our third Sunday dance was on November 17, 2024.
Marie and Steve Moore were our hosts for our Happy
Thanksgiving Dance. They
provided all the members
with a delightful Thanks-
giving feast. There was so
much food we had to set up
a second table. Adamme
Sosa. was our enthusiastic
instructor who led us in a
Cha-cha line dance. Every-
one was up dancing and
having fun. Thank you to
all our wonderful members
who volunteer to be hosts
throughout the year and
make our Sunday dances so
special.

Our Fresno Smooth Dancer Christmas Dinner Dance
and Installation of Officers will be on this Saturday,
December 14, 2024, held at the old Clovis senior Cen-
ter. 6:00-10:30 pm. There will be entertainment. Our
ladies are decorating the 12 tables differently. We are
having Classic Catering at 625, as our caterer and the
food amazing. Four past queens were able to sample
our food selections. We can’t wait to have our selec-
tions. During the evening, we will be installing our new
board of officers. I very excited to pass the gavel to our
new President. Make every effort to come to our Christ-
mas Dinner Dance. There is sill time to make your res-
ervations. See you there.

New Officers for 2025:
In January Henry Wegermann will be the new Presi-

dent. Ruth Llorente will continue to serve as Vice Presi-
dent. Patricia Coppock will be the new treasurer.
Recording Secretary will be Yvette Haworth. David
Hailpern will continue to be our Board member. Nancy
Cargill is our social Chair. Leslie Rouse will be our new
Whispers editor and she will be the editor of our
monthly newsletter. Corresponding secretary still needs
a volunteer.

Our Current Queen is Queen Oralia Flower. Fresno
is proud to introduce our Queen Elect, Cindy
Wegermann.

Next month, on the 3rd Sunday Dance, to be held on
January 19, 2025. The new slate of Officers will be our
hosts. Consider yourself invited to our dance.

Enjoy your Holidays and may you be blessed.
Thank you for letting me be your editor,

Carla Hartunian
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Visalia Smooth Dancers News
Visalia group takes Princess cruise to Mexico

Several Visalia dancers journeyed on a Princess
Cruises ship to the Mexican Riviera, with ports of call
in Cabo San Lucas, Mazatlán and Puerto Vallarta. Judg-
ing by the photos, everyone looked absolutely fabulous
at all times.

It wasn’t just
Visalia folks on
the cruise – Fresno
and San Fernando
Valley smooth
dancers were high-
fiving their Visalia
pals.

“There were
line dance lessons
and lots of oppor-
tunities to dance –
that was great,”
said Visalia presi-
dent Tim Inouye.

Living large on
the seven-day

cruise were Tim Inouye, Sallie Holden, Carol Abeyta,
Joe Maciel, Stan Medina, Kristine Lewis, Maria Helm,
Maria Walker, Marivel Villarreal, Somjai Cochran,
Randy Bardone, Amanda Guajardo, Laura and David
Encinas, Linda Ruiz, Chris Hoeper, Margaret Moholt,
Craig McNeilly, and Alice Lyons.

Club elects new president
New club officers were elected last month by Visalia

Smooth Dancers.
Stan Medina will serve as club president starting in

January. He will succeed Tim Inouye.
Mary Brown has agreed to continue as Social Chair,

and Adelle Martinez will continue as Treasurer.
Margaret Moholt stepped aside as Sunshine Chair.

Maria Helm has been appointed as the new Sunshine
Chair.

Meanwhile, Greg Uichanco will serve as Visalia’s
representative on the NSD board.

Earlier this year in May, Carol Abeyta was elected
as vice president and continues in that role, and Laura
Encinas agreed to continue as secretary.

Thank you all for your service and dedication to
VSD!

Laura Encinas, Queen-elect
Also, Laura Encinas has been elected as Queen for

the 2025-26 year. That makes Laura our Queen-elect.
The coronation ceremony takes place in May. Congrat-
ulations, Laura!

Anniversary dance & Friendsgiving dance
With so many of our dancers away on the Princess

cruise the same weekend as our November dance, one
might have thought the monthly dance social would be
a bust. Not so! A lot of dancers came out that evening
including a few newcomers.

Dance instructor Francisco came up from Los Ange-
les to give a very good bachata lesson. Lots of people
were on the dance floor for that one.

Led by chair Kelly Dafonte, the committee did a
very fine job of decorating the hall in a “Friendsgiving”
motif of fall colors.

The October theme was VSD’s 49th continuous
anniversary, so a special cake was placed on the snacks
table to honor the occasion. The table decorations cele-
brating dancers and dancing were a nice touch. Randy
Bardone served as the committee chair.

Visalians attend San Fernando Valley coronation
Five people from Visalia attended the San Fernando

Valley chapter’s coronation ceremony in November:
Queen Margaret Moholt, Tim Inouye, Sallie Holden,
Florence Kabot and Lew Griswold. Everyone’s dressy
outfits matched the Roaring 20s theme.
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Bakersfield Smooth Dancers News
Monthly Dances

On October 26th a Halloween Party was held at the
Fairfax Grange located at 4 Fairfax Road. The event
was hosted by Tony, Wenshi, Steve, Jeanette, Danny
and Debi.

The Dancesteppers held their annual harvest dance
on November 9th. The members of the Bakersfield
Smooth Dancers were invited as their guests.

The November dance was held on November 16th.
We are very thankful to have such a great community in
which we share our love of dance!

Friday Night Dances
We continue to hold dances every Friday night at the

Fairfax Grange from 7:00 to 9:00 pm with a cost of
only $5 per person.

Weekly Lessons at the Grange
Mondays - Starting January 6th Franco Perraza will

be offering Beginning Rhumba lessons starting at 6:30
pm and Quickstep lessons at 7:30 pm.

Tuesdays - Josh Harless is offering beginning
Rhumba lessons starting at 6:00 pm and Intermediate
East Coast Swing lessons starting at 7:00 pm.

Holiday Celebrations
A Christmas Party will be held at the Fairfax Grange

on December 15th from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The event
will be hosted by Tony, Wenshi, Steve, Jeanette, Danny
and Debi.

Please join us on December 31st as we ring in the
New Year with wonderful music, dinner and dancing.
This year we will be celebrating in a new location. The

Bakersfield Museum of Art should provide a beautiful
setting for the evening.

With 2025 just around the corner we are looking for-
ward to the President’s Ball on January 25th and the
Mini-Convention in March. The theme this March is a
Barbie Dream Ball! The dance weekend will begin on
Friday, March 28th and end Sunday morning. Saturday
evening we will be crowning Debi Cadena as our new
chapter queen. Be sure to check out the attached flyer
for more information. We are looking forward to seeing
everyone there!
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San Fernando Valley Smooth Dancers News
Greetings, Smooth Dancers —We hope that you are

all well, and that you are enjoying a return to a bustling
holiday season!

Outgoing Queen’s Message
As I reflect on my time

as the SFV chapter queen
for 2023–2024, I am filled
with gratitude and
immense honor. Serving as
the ambassador of our
chapter has been one of the
most rewarding experi-
ences of my life, a role I
took very seriously and
deeply cherished. I hope I
did it justice, representing
our chapter with the dig-
nity and passion it

deserves. This role allowed me to celebrate the spirit of
friendship and the joy of dancing, while creating life-
long memories and connections. One of the greatest
joys of this journey was forging unique and cherished
friendships and a sisterhood with the reigning queens
from other chapters. Each interaction was an opportu-
nity to learn, grow, and appreciate the distinctiveness of
every chapter, which deepened my respect for our
shared commitment to dance and camaraderie.

It was inspiring to witness firsthand how much these
remarkable ladies care for one another and go out of
their way to extend warmth and friendship. Their kind-
ness and enthusiasm have left a lasting impact on me
and reaffirmed the value of unity within our dance com-
munity.

Thank you to everyone who supported me through-
out this unforgettable year. I will carry these experi-
ences and the joy of our shared passion in my heart,
always.

With love and gratitude,
Queen Regina 2023–2024 SFV Chapter Queen

Incoming Queen’s Message
Thank you for the honor

of being SFV Chapter
Queen for 2024-25, and to
everyone who came to my
Coronation. Your presence
made my evening all the
more memorable. I had the
most wonderful time danc-
ing and visiting with so
many of our wonderful
NSD friends. Your presence
truly made for an evening
that the Stork Club will
never forget.

I am immensely grateful
to my San Fernando Valley Chapter members. Your
unique talents and generous time donations were not
taken for granted. They were crucial in making our
night flow smoothly and memorable. Your contribu-
tions, no matter how big or small, were integral to the
success of my Coronation. I sincerely appreciate each
of you.

To Queen Regina, your elegance and pleasing per-
sonality as our Queen brought pride to our chapter
throughout your year and everywhere you went. Your
beautiful and meaningful Honor Dance with Alex emo-
tionally touched me – I cried. The two of you put so
much love into that moment; it was a joyful and heart-
felt dance moment for us all. I thank you, too, for host-
ing our Afternoon Welcome Reception and caring for
our Coronation finances. Your grace and charm are
always present.

Deborah Cadena, Bakersfield Queen-elect and
Queen Jeanette Steck-Rogers my heartfelt appreciation
for all the hands-on work you gave to our Stork Club
and the Coronation. You didn’t have time to misbehave
(which is probably a good thing!), as you watched
everything the whole evening. And to our NSD Queen
Mum Carla, I was overjoyed with our Coronation pro-
cessional and recessional. You knew precisely how to
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San Fernando Valley Smooth Dancers News (Cont)
create elegance and get the tempo up for a lively

evening of dance and you directed our photo session
like a pro.

A special thank you to my escort, Sherry Thomas. It
is not hard to express how thrilled and honored I was
when you accepted my invitation to be my Coronation
Escort. This was a joyful moment, and we did our
Waltz. It was an extraordinary moment for our chapter.
Let’s keep dancing!

The Stork Club rocked! And I am ready to meet and
greet all NSD members and welcome all of our new
NSD Chapter Queens. This is going to be a wonderful
and memorable time for me, and I thank my chapter for
this honor.

Looking Forward, Queen Rachel

BIRTHDAYS!
Happy Birthday to our December & January birth-

days:

December: Sam Billimoria, Gary Downs, Regina
Chinweze, Greg Checketts, Michael Spann, Gary Lee,
Leanne Wong, Netta Shelton, Alison Itano, Barbara
Greenlaw

January: Thomas Reilly, Bill Mower, Indra Ahuja,
Chin Lee

Palomar Smooth Dancers News
Our November Holiday Social

This was our end of year celebration and in addition
to having a great turnout we enjoyed a super Chinese
meal and Antonia made us some delicious desserts.

Our tables were decorated with Christmas trees and
assorted decorations on a festive red table runner. Ann
Mauro was chairperson in charge of the event but she
told us that she could never have put it together without
the help of her Christmas elves Penny E, Fred and Geri
D, Len and Peggy L, Stephanie C, Antonia Q, Mario L,
Larry and Letitia W, Paul and Ceppy R, Debbie J, Chris
B, Mark C, Bill F, Frank L, Carol K. & Debbie A. We
have terrific support from our members for whatever
we need.

Then on to the dancing, with Kelly Kimmitt as the
DJ of the evening, music was wonderful as usual and
we danced our hearts out. Then we saw a demonstration

by couples who placed in the Convention Competitions,
Patrick & Camille and Penny & Danny with their lively
renditions of the Cha Cha, then followed by Penny &
Danny dancing the romantic Bolero. Ann & Bill fol-
lowed by dancing an impeccable Waltz; then a spectac-
ular Foxtrot.

If that was not enough feast for the eyes, our State
Queen Debbie Atherton and Josh Tiejan performed the
Queens Dance in her gorgeous regal purple gown, she is
the epitome of a
queen is she
not?

It was a fun
filled evening, a
fitting finale for
our end of year
event.
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Palomar Smooth Dancers News (Cont)
Monday Night Dance Classes: We are extremely

fortunate to have Carrie Kloss as our Dance Teacher,
she is not only a world class ballroom dancer but has an
amazing ability to teach, and also has endless patience!
The Monday Beginners’ Class is from 7pm to 8pm fol-
lowed by the Intermediate Class 8pm to 9pm. Members
pay a flat fee of $10 for one or both lessons. Both

classes are bursting at the
seams with almost 50 par-
ticipants each week. Carrie
explains and demonstrates
dance moves with Dave
Vasquez who is a student
of hers. During the begin-
ners’ class, Carrie covers a
lot of ballroom dancing
basics and in the four
weeks makes the subject
dance attainable to total
Beginners. What is won-
derful about this beginner
class is that many of the
experienced dancers lend a
hand with helping the
beginners as they practice.
It often awakens a lifelong
love of Ballroom Dancing.

Carrie focuses on one dance a month for the Beginners
then at the end of the month the Intermediate Class
starts two months of more complicated moves in the
same dance. The atmosphere is very friendly and non-
judgmental, which is perhaps why it is so popular! Car-
rie spends endless hours preparing our dancers for com-
petition and formation demonstrations. She is a big
reason for our dancers’ success, and is worth her weight
in gold.

The San Fernando Valley Coronation of Queen
Rachel Seward was a fun and entertaining night! The
theme was about the famous “Stork Club” of Manhat-
tan, New York. It was an elite nightclub during the 30’s
& 40’s gangster eras! We loved receiving our secret
password to enter the “Speakeasy”! Early in the eve-
ning we were delightfully entertained by Rachel & her
dance instructor with a jazzy dance from that era – it
was amazing!

Carrie Kloss and Dave Vasques
teaching our

Monday night classes

Palomar was represented by (L-R) Michael
Mihos, Debbie Atherton, Kelly & Carol Kimmitt

and Penny Elliott – Let’s go to the Speakeasy!

Golden Gate Smooth Dancers News
Home Games: GGSD Monthly Dances

Nov 10: Our November themed ‘Giving Thanks
For Dance’ dance started with a West Coast Swing les-
son from Michelle Kincaid and included a food drive
with over 175 pounds of food collected and donated to
the South San Francisco food bank. Thanks to everyone
who participated! We also had another chance to prac-
tice and enjoy the ‘Stroll Along Cha Cha’ line dance
introduced at our October dance.

West Coast Swing Lesson (above) and Stroll Along Cha Cha Line Dance (below)
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Golden Gate Smooth Dancers News (cont)
Home Games: Upcoming GGSD Dances

Dec 8: The December “It’s Christmas Time” dance
will lead off with an American Waltz lesson from James
Kleinrath. Our half time line dance lesson will be the
‘Stroll Along Cha-Cha’ to a popular holiday song.

Dec 28: The Golden Gate Holiday Gala sold out
within 2 weeks in October, and no one who was at last
year’s event is surprised. We are all looking forward to
another great event at Dominic’s in South San Fran-
cisco, the same place we held our NYEE dance last
year.

Away Games: San Fernando Valley Coronation
Six members of Golden

Gate attended the San Fer-
nando Valley Coronation.
The theme of a 1920’s
Speakeasy was clever and
really fun. Golden Gate’s
Queen Lynn and her escort
Jerry well represented us and
thoroughly enjoyed the fun,
friendship, and dancing.

A Card is a Great Salesman
by Jerry Bowes

When Lynn and I were dining in San Diego, the
waiter noticed our dancing t-shirts and was looking for
ways to have more fun with his girlfriend. After some
chat we recruited him to go check out the San Diego
Smooth Dancers website and drop in to the Champion
Dance Studio. It was a bit awkward getting him to wait
while looking up stuff on my cell phone and scribbling
it on a napkin hoping he could read it and that the wash-
ing machine didn’t eat it before he could use it.

Golden Gate is distributing business cards to its
members with the chapter dance schedule, website, and
a QR code that any cell phone can use to take them to
the ‘Welcome, new prospect’ section of the website.
Each card is a (cheap!) salesperson and they are easy
for people to take a photo of, forward to lots of their
friends via text or email, and give the card to another
friend or tack it on the bulletin board of their favorite
dance studio.

Wouldn’t it be great if every NSD member had a few
of some similar cards (all with the same NSD Logo) in
their wallet or purse that they could give out in a flash?
Wouldn’t it be awesome that some time in the near
future you gave one out and someone said “ah… NSD,
I recognize that logo from a business card someone
texted me last month… or maybe I saw it at my dance
studio… in fact I saw it at my instructor’s studio in LA
where I fly each month for competition coaching.”
Dream big, carry a sales card!

San Fernando Valley Coronation Queen and Escort Lineup



Fresno Smooth Dancers Presents

A Christmas Party 

Semi-Formal, Tux Optional

Please RSVP by Dec 2

Open Seating

Champagne Reception

6:00 pm

Catered Holiday Dinner

6:30 pm

Dancing & Entertainment

7:30 pm

Farewell

10:30 pm

Christmas Toy Drive

For Toys for Tots  at 

King Elementary School

You may bring an 

unwrapped gift 

for ages 5-12

For More Information callFor More Information callFor More Information callFor More Information call
Nancy at 559Nancy at 559Nancy at 559Nancy at 559----786786786786----9626962696269626

www.fresnosmoothdancers.orgwww.fresnosmoothdancers.orgwww.fresnosmoothdancers.orgwww.fresnosmoothdancers.org

and Installation of Officers
Dinner Dance

Catered by

Classic Catering

at 625

Saturday December 14, 2024
OLDOLDOLDOLD

Clovis Senior CenterClovis Senior CenterClovis Senior CenterClovis Senior Center
850 Fourth Street850 Fourth Street850 Fourth Street850 Fourth Street
Clovis, CaliforniaClovis, CaliforniaClovis, CaliforniaClovis, California

Entertainment byEntertainment byEntertainment byEntertainment by
Ruth Llorente & Ruth Llorente & Ruth Llorente & Ruth Llorente & 
Robert EspanaRobert EspanaRobert EspanaRobert Espana



A NEW YEAR WINTER WONDERLAND
DECEMBER 5T,2024

HOSTED BY THE BAKERSFIELD
SMOOTH DANCERS

BAKERSFIELD MUSEUM OF ART
I93 O R STREET, BAKERSFIELD, CA

7:OOPM - ll:OOPM
$5O PER PE RON

INCLUDES CATERED DINNER, CHAMPACNE TOAST, ANO PARTY FAVORS

CATERED BUFFET STYLE DINNER

TRI TIP AND GARLIC CHICKEN
CHEESE RAVIOLI

SALAD, ROLL, COFFEE, TEA
OESSERT BAR (BRING A DESSERT TO SHARE)

FORMAL ATTIRE SUGGESTED

MUSTC

PROVIDED BY'THE TARGETS" FOR YOUR DANCING PLEASURE

TIM E SQUAR E BALL DROP
FOLLOWING T': *EW YEAR THROUGH THE

rIME ZONES

Kay oyer ( 6t 204-lrot
)

at.

I

Email: kayboyerbsd@gmail.com
Mail check to:6914 Whitewater Falls Drive, Bakersfield, CA9))12
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